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WOBLD PRODUCTION OF 
APPLES AND PEARS UP IN 1973 


World apple production for 1973 totaled 15,1 million 
metric tons in 1973, representing an increase of 10 per- 
cent over 1972. The United States remained the leading 
producer, increasing production from last year by a 
modest 82,000 metric tons to total of 2.7 million tons. 
The Canadian crop of 379,000 tons represented a decline 
for the fifth straight year. 

The European Community (EC) recovered from last 
year’s low production level with a crop totaling 6.8 
million tons, an increase of 16 percent over 1972. West 
Germany and the United Kingdom, the two most impor- 
tant importing countries in Europe, registered production 
increases of 53 and 28 percent, respectively, 

The combined production of the key European export- 
ing countries, Erance, Italy, and the Netherlands, totaled 
4,2 million tons, an increase of 5 percent from 1972. 
Sweden and Norway, two important markets for the 
United Stales, combined to produce a crop of 678,000 
tons, a drop of 19 percent from the 1972 production level. 

The Southern Hemisphere countries, Argentina, Chile, 
tire Republic of South Africa, Australia, and New 
Zealand produced 1.5 million tons, 366,000 tons more 
than in 1972. Production rose in all of the countries with 
the exception of Australia where the ‘*off year” biannual 
bearing phenomenon coupled with unfavorable weather 
caused a 17-pcrcent drop in production. Argentina 


recovered from the disastrous 1972 frost damaged crop, 
producing a record 595,000 metric tons. 

Although world pear production for 1973 increased by 
5 percent to total 5.2 million tons, it still remained under 
the 1969-71 average by over 100,000 tons. 

EC production rose slightly from the low 1972 level, 
but remained 22 percent below the 1970 record high of 
3.3 million metric tons. Output in the two principle Euro- 
pean producers and exporters, France and Italy, totaled 
2.1 million tons, up from last year by only 5 percent but 
under the 1970 crop by 372,000 tons. Of the four key im- 
porting markets, West Germany, United Kingdom, 
Sweden, and Norway, only West Germany reported an 
increase in pear production, with a crop of 391,000 
metric tons, 14 percent over 1972. 

The five principle producing countries in the Southern 
Hemisphere, Australia, New Zealand, the Republic of 
South Africa, Argentina, and Chile, harvested a com- 
bined total of 463,000 metric ions, 105,000 tons more 
than 1972. The only country to experience a decline in 
production was New Zealand, which dropped by 1 1 per- 
cent to 17,000 tons in 1973. The Australian crop of 

189.000 tons represented an increase of 13 percent from 
the short crop of 1972. Production in Argentina of 

125.000 tons was well above the 1969-71 average, and 

82.000 tons over the 1972 frost damaged crop. 
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PEAJlSt Production of dessert and cooking varieties 
in specified countries, annually 1969*-73i/ 


(1,000 Metric Tons) 

Continent 
and Country 

1969 ; 

1970 ! 

1971 

1972 

19732/ 

North America: 

23 : 

3a i 

h 3 

1*1 

30 


31 : 


3 h 

35 

36 

liiited States 3/ 

659 t 

U98 i 

680 

555 

655 

Total 

713 j 

577 ; 

757 

631 

721 


South America: 
Argentina . ♦ « 
Chile 3/ - . . 


Europe: 

EC: 

Belgium-Luxembourg 

Denmark 3/ 

France 

Germany7 West . . . » * 

Italy 

Netherlands 

United Kingdom W * 


Total EC . 

Other Europe: 
Austria V . . * . 
Greece *»...«>• 

Norway 

^aln 

Sweden 3/ * * . . . 
Switzerland h/ 
Yugoslavia • . . . 


Total Other 


Total Europe .****, 
Africa: 

South Africa, Rep. of 


Asia: 

Japan .. 
Lebanon 
Turkey . 


Oceania: 

Australia 

New Zealand 

Total specified countries 
V May Include some cide 


9 h 

7 h 

98 

143 

125 

19 

21 

21 

17 

20 

61 

99 

60 

51 . 

30 

7 

10 

7 

8 

6 

i:52 

536 

553 i 1*39 

1*70 

389 

551 

lau 

31.1* 

391 

1,631* 

1,906 

1,705 

1,536 

1,600 

90 

160 

110 

95 

52 

57 

72 

69 

50 

1*1 

2,690 

3,331* , 

2,918 

2,523 

2,590 

53 

53 

48 

30 

51* 

83 

109 

lOl* 

llU 

120 

12 

10 

8 

13 

5 

192 

226 1 

1*01 

1+59 

U26 

3 

7 

7 

6 

I4 

: 19 

21 

23 

13 

! 25 

: in 

U2 

112 

91 

f 95 

; 1*73 

538 

703 

726 

; 729 

i 3,163 

3,872 

3,621 

3,21*9 

1 3,319 

1 86 

91 

96 

112 

1 112 

! 

i 1:89 

! WU 

1 1*1*0 

Wo 

! 1*95 

: 3 

7 

3 

8 

! 4 

: 160 
: 

180 

175 

196 

1 

! 160 

: 190 

i 188 

181* 

167 

i 

i 189 

J 19 

: 20 

19 

19 

! 17 

i U,936 

; 5,1*91* 

5,1*11* 

1*,902 

! 5,162 


2 / 

3/ 

w 


Year 

shown refer to years of harvest in Northern Hemisphere. Harvests of Northern 
Hemisphere countries are combined with those of the Southern Hemisphere vdiich 
irnediately follow; thus, the crop harvested in the Northern Hemisphere In 1972 
is combined vdth preliminary forecasts for the Southern Hemisphere harvest which 
began in late 1972 and ended early in 1973. 

Preliminary. 

Commercial crop. 

Excludes cider pears reported separately. 


Foreign Agricultural Service, Prepared or estimated on the basis of official 
statistics of foreign governmoits, other foreign source materials, reports of 
U.S, Agricultural Attaches and Foreign Service Officers, results of office 
research and x'elated information. 
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APPLES: 

Production of dessert and cooking varieties 


in 

specified countries , annually 1969-73i' 



(1,000 Metric Tons) 


Continent 
and CJountry 

; 1969 j 1970 j 1971 1 1972 

; 1973E/ 


North America { : : ; : : 

Canada 3/ 1(33 : 1(06 : 398 i 393 : 379 

Mexico 138 : 162 : 162 : I6l : 190 

United Statea 3/ 3,093 : 2,902 : 2.890 ! 2»666 i 2,7gO 

Total ; 3,66it ; 3,1)70 ■; 3,1450 ’ 3,222 ; 3,319 

South America : : s : ! V 

Argentina 1)1)6 ; l)2l) ; 5l2 i 233 i 595 

Chile 3/ 80 : 93 : 95 i 70 : 90 


Europe : i : t : : 

EC' : : * • • 

Belgiun-Luxembourg 312 : 2$2 s 28o s 263 ) 21)6 

Denmark 3/ 87 : 83 i 60 : 61) : 75 

France 1,81)1 : 1,676 t 1,853 i 1,719 : I,9l5 

Ger]iiany, West 2,573 ) 1,777 ) 1,980 s 1,239 i 1,891 

Italy i 2,010 s 2,062 : 1,698 : 1,873 : 1,830 

Netherlands 1)75 : 1)50 ) 520 ; 1)00 ; 1)1)5 

United Kingdom 1)/ 390 ; 1)91 : 1)66 ; 338 ) 1)33 

Total EC \ 7,688 j 6,991 ! 6,877 \ 5,896 j 6,835 

Other Europe : : i ! ! ! 

Austria V 197 ! 168 : 158 : 112 j 18? 

Greece .7 193 s 207 s 225 s 183 : 233 

Norway 51) i 1)8 : 51 ) 50 ) 36 

Spain 397 : 1)1)9 s 571 s 738 : 625 

Sweden 3/ 32 ) 1)3 r 1)3 ) 1)6 : 1)2 

Switzerland k/ 126 : 90 : 111 ) 95 s HO 

Yugoslavia 1)63 ) 277 ) 327 ) 309 ) 320 

Total Other ! 1,1)82 | 1,302 1,1)86 ! 1,533 j 1,553 

Total Europe j 9,170 ! 6,293 | 8,363 ! 7,1)29 ! 8,388 

Africa: : : : : ; 

South Africa, Rep. of 210 : 226 : 27l) t 21)5 : 281) 

; : : : ! 

Asia: : ; : : : 

Japan 1,085 : 1,021 : 1,007 : 959 i 960 

lebanon 80 : 120 : I70 : I8I4 : 160 

Turkey 620 : 71)8 : 78O ) 850 : 800 

: : : : ) 

Oceania: ; t : ; : 

Australia 1)21) : 1)1)3 1 360 : l)3l) : 360 

New Zealand UU : Ul) : 133 : 131 t 150 


Total specified countries . . . 


15,913 


14,952 


15,144 


15,106 


May include some cider varieties in countries not reporting separately. 


s shovm refer to years of harvest in Northern Hemisphere. Harvests of Northern 


Hemisphere countries are combined with those of the Southern Hemisphere vjhich 
immediately follow^ thus, the crop harvested in the Northern Hemisphere in 1972 
is combined with preliminary forecasts for the Southern Hemisphere harvest which 
began in late 1972 and ended early in 1973* 

2/ Preliminary. 

3/ Commercial crop. 

Excludes cider apples reported separately. 


Foreign Agricultural Service. Prepared or estimated on the basis of official 
statistics of foreign governments, other foreign source materials, reports of 
U.S. Agricultural Attaches and Foreign Service Officers, results of office 
research and related information. 
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STONE FRUIT 
PRODUCTION FOR 1973 


Overall 1973 production of stone fruit is up from the 
previous year as major producing countries recovered 
from low 1972 production levels caused by unfavorable 
weather conditions. The only noticeable exception was in 
the production of sour cherries which declined 
significantly in almost every producing country. 

Approximately 790,000 metric tons of fresh apricots 
were produced in 1973, representing an increase of 7 per- 
cent. The United States accounted for 146,000 metric 
tons, again becoming the leading producer after falling 
behind Spain in 1972, Due to frost during the blooming 
period coupled with a persistent drought throughout the 
growing season, Spanish production declined by 23 per- 
cent from the 1972 crop, French production rose for the 
fifth consecutive year registering an increase of 43 per- 
cent over 1972, making it the second largest producer. 
Although French production was large, the fruit size was 
small due to a lack of moisture, 

Total cherry production increased in 1973 by 4 per- 
cent, totaling 1.2 million metric tons. West Germany 
became the largest producer harvesting a crop totaling 
248,000 metric tons, an increase of 32 percent over the 
last year. Production in the United States declined slight- 
ly by 6,000 metric tons, to total 223,000 tons, Italian 
production was down 13 percent from last season and 
amounted to only 175,000 tons due to cool temperatures 
and prolonged rains during the blossoming period. 

The composition of the cherry crop changed 
dramatically from the previous year. Production of sweet 
cherries increased by 124,000 metric tons or 35 percent 
while sour cherries fell by 63,000 tons or 19 percent. The 
United States and West Germany accounted for most of 
the change, posting Increases in the sweet cherry crop of 
66 and 49 percent, respectively. The United Slates ac- 


counted for most of the loss in sour cherries, dropping 
62,000 metric tons or 43 percent from 1972. For the 
United Stales and West Germany, the rise in sweet 
cherry output represents a return to more normal 
production levels after disastrous 1972 crops. The drop in 
the United States 1973 sour cherry crop was due to frost 
and unfavorable weather during the pollination period, 

Peach production increased 243,000 metric tons to 
total 4.7 tons, representing a modest rise of 5 percent. 
Although Italian production has remained remarkably 
steady during the last 4 years, a slight decline of 78,000 
metric tons from last year's level of 1 ,268,000 tons placed 
Italy as the second largest producer. The United States 
produced 1,193,000 metric tons, up 96,000 tons from 
1972 to become the lending peach producer. The com- 
bined production of the United States and Italy continues 
to account for more than one-half of the total peach crop. 

Argentine peach production is reported at 239,000 
metric tons, up 148,000 tons from the disastrous 1972 
freeze damaged crop, Australian production is currently 
estimated at 110,000 tons, down 9 percent due to ex- 
tremely wet weather, 

Prune and plum production increased for the first time 
in 4 years, Total production was reached at 2.6 million 
metric tons, up from last year's level by 225,000 metric 
tons, or 9 percent, Star performers were the United 
Slates and West Germany, registering gains of 1 14 and 
29 percent, respectively, from last year's level. Most of 
the increases represent recoveries from previous reduc- 
tions caused by unfavorable weather conditions. 

The Yugoslavian crop, however, declined by 33 per- 
cent to 653,000 tons. This was due principally to high 
temperatures during the early part of the growing season. 
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CHERRIES, FRESH: Production in specified countries, 
annual 1970-73 

(1,000 Metric Tons) 


Continent and Country 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973i/ 

SWEET 





Canada 

0 

11 

7 

10 

United States 

111 

120 

06 

llil 

Austria 

25 

25 

18 

Xi4^ 

29 

Germany j Vfest 

200 

190 

105 

156 

Greece 

20 

19 

22 

25 

Turkey 

59 

55 

65 

62 

Yugoslavia 

✓✓ 

59 

50 

52 

SOUR 

HariisH a 

7 

1 0 

A 


Tlnn tpd 

I 

nil 

127 

u 

llil 

) 2 

8l 

Austria 

xxq. 

3 

xa i 

3 

2 

ux 

1 

Germany^ West * 

110 

112 

83 

92 

Greece 

7 

8 

7 

8 

Turkey 

32 

31 

35 

33 

Yiie^oslavia 

39 

ki 

iiO 

iii 

ALL CHERRIES 2/ 

North America: 





nH ri 

1^ 

21 

ii; 

l5 

United States 

22$ 

255 

x;? 

229 

22U 

Total 

2^0 

276 

21:4 

239 

South America: 





Argentina 

2 

3 

1 

3 

Chile 

h 

3 

3 

3 

Total 

6 

6 

it 

6 

Europe : 











Belgium-Luxerabourg 

25 

22 

9 

12 

Lemnark 

i; 

3 

3 

2 

France 

106 

119 

lOi; 

100 

Germany, West 

310 

302 

100 

2li0 


Continued . . . 
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Continued , . 


CHERRIES, FRESH: Production in specified countries 
annual 1970-73 ' 

(1,000 Metric Tons) 


Continent and Country 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973^/ 

ALL CHERRIES 2/ 

Europe * 

EC (continued) 

Italy ^ ^ ^ , 

01 n 

227 

Q 

200 

175 

Netherlands , , ^ , 

C.±\J 

Q 

United Kingdom 

0 

11 

o 

7 

2 

12 

it 

8 

Total 

682 

AAA 

5l8 

5it9 

Other Europe 


000 

Austria , 

Op 

OQ 

20 


Greece 

97 

2o 

27 

32 

Norway 

1, 

29 

33 

Spain , , 

4 

iiJi 

5 

5 

57 

5 

Switzerland t • 

44 

1,7 

49 

106 

56 

Yugoslavia 

Uf 

► oo 

lit 

19 


' yj 

98 

93 

Total , , , 

2k3 

260 

223 

238 

Total Europe . 

Asia: 

925 

9U8 

1 \ 

CD 

Japan , , 

1 9 


11 

100 


Turkey , , 

91 

6 

86 

16 

Qc; 

Total 

1 n)i 


111 




92 

111 

Oceania : 

Australia 

9 

11 

9 

10 

Total specified countries . ^ ^ r . 

y Preliminary. 

l,28it 

■■ 

1,333 

1,109 

1,153 


^ categories covering sweet and sour 


” estimated on the basis of official 
S!rSScaterSaSrf3"^°- "“‘b'-lala, report of 
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APRICOTS, FRESH: Production in specified countries, 
annual 1970-73 

(1,000 Metric tons) 


Continent and Country 


North America: j 

Canada 

toited States 

Total 

South America: 

Argentina * 

Chile 

Total 

Europe : 

EC: 

France 

Germany, West « • 

Italy 

Total 

Other Europe 

Austria 

Greece 

^ain 

Switzerland 

Yugoslavia 

Total j 

Total Europe [ 

Africa: : 

South Africa, Rep. of 

Asia : : 

Iran 

Turkey 

Total j 

Oceania; : 

Australia 

New Zealand , * : 

Total . 

Total specified countries \ 

Preliminary. 

£/ Includes wild apricots. 


1970 

1971 

1972 

1973i/ 

I 

3 

3 

3 

3 

160 

170 

116 

11*3 

163 

173 

119 

lli6 

18 

18 

7 

18 

h 

3 

3 

3 

22 

21 

10 

21 

68 

98 

101 

ii*i» 

6 

6 

3 

1* 

120 

106 

73 

95 

19U 

210 

177 

ro 

19 

8 

11 

9 


I4I 

38 

U9 

' 1^0 

131 

159 

123 

7 

11 

9 

6 

23 

17 

29 

21* 

2li3 

208 

2k6 

211 

U37 ! 

• 

hlQ 

ll23 

1*5U 

19 j 

20 

18 

15 

60 : 

35 

50 

60 

95 

70 

83 

50 

155 

105 

133 

110 

53 

32 

30 

37 

1 

7 

8 

7 

; 

Sk 

39 

38 

1 *1* 

850 

776 

7Ul 

790 


Foreign Agricultural Service. Prepared or estimated on the basis of official 
statistics of foreign governments, other foreign source materials, reports of 
U.S. Agricultural Attaches and Foreign Service Officers, results of office 
research and related information. 
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PEACHES, FRESH: Production in specified countries, 
annual 1970-73 

(1,000 Metric Tons) 


Continent and Country [ 1970 

; 1971 

1972 

1973i/ 

North America i ; 

Canada ^0 

United States 1^361 

: 

: 1,307 

38 

1,097 

48 

1,193 

Total ! l,iai 

: 1,366 

1,135 

1,241 

South America: 

Argentina 278 

Chile 38 

265 

39 

91 

36 

239 

31 

Total ..! 316 

301 * 

127 

'270 

liAirope : • 

K 5 

France k90 

Germany^ West U6 

Italy 1,128 

595 

1|3 

1,21*9 

567 

20 

1,268 

594 

34 

1,190 

Total ; 1,661* 

1,887 

1,855 

1,818 

Other ISurope : i 

Austria * : 8 i 

Greece 160 

Yugoslavia 57 

6 

208 

267 

62 

5 

238 

: 328 

1 68 

7 

280 

315 

70 

Total * 397 

51:3 

639 

672 

Total Europe * 2^061 

2,1*30 

2,1*91* 

2,490 

Africa : s 

South Africa, Rep. of : 136 

il;5 

11*8 

152 

Asia • 5 

Japan • 279 

Turkey , , * 112 s 

265 

80 I 

21*8 

ll*0 

273 

120 

Total 1 391 ; 

31*5 ; 

388 

393 

wL>ccuiJLa : 4 'j 

Australia I 23 • 

New Zealand 21* • 

117 i 
22 : 

121 

25 

110 

25 

Total 1 i 

139 i 

11*6 

135 

Total specified coiuatries ‘ 1*,1*62 ’ 

4,729 ; 

4,1*38 

4,681 

rreiimmary. — 


^reign Agricultural Service. Prepared or estimated on the basis of official 
H f f govemnents, other foreign source materials, reports of 

ri I Ag^^oiiltural Attaches and Foreign Service Officers, results of office 
research and related information. ‘ ^iiice 
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PLUMS AND PRUNES^ FRESH: Production in specified countries, 

annual 1970-73 

(1,000 Ifetric Tons) 


Continent and Country 

1970 

1971 

1972 

I973y 

North America: 

Canada - 

9 

11 

8 

321 

8 

68? 

United States 

706 

528 

Total 

717 

539 

329 

695 


South America: 

Argon tn 

6h 

22 

73 

22 

r" ■" ■ ■ ■ ■ 

1 

29 

22 

79 

20 

Chile * 

Total 

86 

95 

51 

99 

Europe : 

EC 

IP 

8 

167 

r 

1 


France 

lli7 

(iliC 

llt3 

151 

iilih 

nAvin an Wloci'h. 

TtaJ y 

137 

13 

82 

ili5 

6 

.^44 

i5i 

0 

444 

126 

Netherlands 

8 

United Kingdom 

IjO 

ijit 

51 

Total 

936 

850 

69li 

785 


Other Europe 

Aiistri a 

98 

19 

lU 

66 

60 

9U 

10 

Pireene 

18 

l8 

Norway 

11 

15 

69 

2 

lU 

71 

.Ona*! n . . * . . 

68 

1 

Sweden 

u;? 

1 

1 1 

fluri t.7ier1 and ................. 

hS 

896 ! 

1 kl 

817 

29 

972 

33 

653 

Yugoslavia 

Total 

1A38 ; 

1,028 

1,165 

80it 


Tot^l Enrope 

2,07it ; 

1,878 

1,859 

1,669 


Africa: 

South Africa j Rap. of 

1 

6: i 

* 

7 

9 

7 

Asia; 

Jaoan 

68 ! 

56 

88 

36 

60 

Turkey * 

119 ! 

131 

110 

Total 

187 ‘ iLli 

167 

170 




Oceania; i 


■ 

1 



New Zealand 

• ft k 

: It 

5 i 

5 

Total specified countries •. 

...... 1 ■ M ■ 1 

...! 3,07U 

; 2,667 

2,it20 

2,61*5 


V Preliminary# 


Foreign AgricultiirAl Service. Prepared or estimated on the basis of official 
statistics of foreign governments, other foreign source materials, reports of 
U.S. Agricultural Attaches and Foreign Service Officers, results of office 
research and related information. 
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SMALLER DRIED 
FIG CROP 


Smaller foreign production cut the 1973 world dried 
fig crop to the lowest level in recent years. Commercial 
production totaled 107 J 00 short tons, 8 percent below 
1972. 

Foreign production is estimated at 95,400 tons, 9 per- 
cent below 1972. Very hot and dry weather was reported 
in Turkey during ripening and drying, Turkish produc- 
tion is estimated at 49,600 tons, 18 percent below 1972. 
Greek production was reduced slightly by rains in some 
areas, but quality was very good and more grade A sizes 
were reported. Greek production totaled 22,100 tons, 19 
percent below 1972, Weather conditions were favorable 
in Italy, Portugal, and Spain. Production in these coun- 
tries totaled 12,100 tons, 7,700 tons, and 3,900 tons, 
respectively — well ahead of last year, 

Production has been declining over the long run in Ita- 
ly and the Algarve area of Portugal where labor costs are 
high. Italian producers have been removing isolated trees 
in recent years as they clear fields for production of other 
crops. Competition for labor from the expanding tourist 
industry and the use of orchards for other crops are 
reported as major reasons for the long-term declining 
trend in Portugal. 


U.S. production totaled 11,700 tons, 7 percent above 
the 1973 crop of 10,900 tons. 

Foreign exports of figs and fig paste are forecast slight- 
ly below last season. Total 1973-74 exports are forecast 
at 55,700 tons. Turkish exports are expected to be down 
and Greek exports slightly higher only because of the 
larger amount of grade A sizes. During 1972-73, major 
export markets for Turkish figs were France, West Ger- 
many, United Kingdom, Italy, USSR, Switzerland, 
Sweden, and Belgium-Luxembourg. Major markets for 
Greek figs were Italy, West Germany, the United States, 
East Germany, and France. 

A sharp drop in 1972-73 U.S. paste imports reduced 
total imports of figs and products to the lowest level in re- 
cent years. Combined imports of figs, paste and prepared 
or preserved totaled 4,010 tons, less than one-half the 
1971-72 level of 8,287 tons. Individual items were figs 
2,037 tons, paste 1,849 tons, and prepared or preserved 
figs 124 tons. Imports for consumption during September- 
December 1973 totaled 1,330 tons of figs and 808 tons of 
fig paste. Greece and Turkey have been the major 
suppliers of figs and Spain, Turkey, and Portugal the 
major suppliers of paste during the current season. 
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FIGSp DRIED: United States Imports by country of origin 
annual 1970-72 year beginning September 1 
(In short tons) 


Country ' 1970 * 1971 * 1972 

: • • 


Figs, dried : • 

Greece . 1,399 1,295 1,791 

Turkey : 271 130 216 

Italy . 25 47 30 

Others » 36 — 


Total ; 1,731 1,472 2.037 


Fig paste: • 

Turkey . 1,485 383 1,159 

Portugal ; 4,557 3,076 462 

Spain ; 2,043 3,163 206 

Others • 22 

Total : 8.085 6.622 1.849 


Figs, prepared or preserved : • 

Italy : 57 42 42 

Israel : 24 83 17 

Greece : 6 17 3 

Others • 5 51 28 


Total : 92 193 124 


Gr'and total j 9,908 8,287 4,010 
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SMALLER DRIED 
FIG CROP 


Smaller foreign production cut the 1973 world dried 
fig crop to the lowest level in recent years. Commercial 
production totaled 107,100 short tons, 8 percent below 
1972, 

Foreign production is estimated at 95,400 tons, 9 per- 
cent below 1972. Very hot and dry weather was reported 
in Turkey during ripening and drying. Turkish produc- 
tion is estimated at 49,600 tons, 18 percent below 1972. 
Greek production was reduced slightly by rains in some 
areas, but quality was very good and more grade A sizes 
were reported, Greek production totaled 22,100 tons, 19 
percent below 1972. Weather conditions were favorable 
in Italy, Portugal, and Spain. Production in these coun- 
tries totaled 12,100 tons, 7,700 tons, and 3,900 tons, 
respectively — well ahead of last year. 

Production has been declining over the long run in Ita- 
ly and the Algarve area of Portugal where labor costs are 
high. Italian producers have been removing isolated trees 
in recent years as they clear fields for production of other 
crops. Competition for labor from the expanding tourist 
industry and the use of orchards for other crops are 
reported as major reasons for the long-term declining 
trend in Portugal. 


U.S. production totaled 11,700 tons, 7 percent above 
the 1973 crop of 10,900 tons. 

Foreign exports of figs and fig paste are forecast slight- 
ly below last season. Total 1973-74 exports are forecast 
at 55,700 tons. Turkish exports are expected to be down 
and Greek exports slightly higher only because of the 
larger amount of grade A sizes. During 1972-73, major 
export markets for Turkish figs were France, West Ger- 
many, United Kingdom, Italy, USSR, Switzerland, 
Sweden, and Belgium-Luxembourg. Major markets for 
Greek figs were Italy, West Germany, the United States, 
East Germany, and France. 

A sharp drop in 1972-73 U.S. paste imports reduced 
total imports of figs and products to the lowest level in re- 
cent years. Combined imports of figs, paste and prepared 
or preserved totaled 4,010 tons, less than one-half the 
1971-72 level of 8,287 tons. Individual items were figs 
2,037 tons, paste 1,849 tons, and prepared or preserved 
figs 124 tons. Imports for consumption during September- 
December 1973 totaled 1,330 tons of figs and 808 tons of 
fig paste. Greece and Turkey have been the major 
suppliers of figs and Spain, Turkey, and Portugal the 
major suppliers of paste during the current season. 


12 



FIGS, DRIED: United States Imports by country of origin 
annual 1970-72 year beginning September 1 
(In short tons) 


Country ^ 

' 1970 

» 

• 1971 

• 

• 

’ 1972 

f 

• 

FIrs, dried: 

• 

* 



Greece 

: 1,399 

1,295 

1,791 

Turkey • . * * , 

271 

130 

216 

Italy ...» 

25 

47 

30 

Others 

36 



Total 

; 1,731 

1A72 

2,037 

IlAJPaste: 




Turkey 

1,485 

383 

1,159 

Portugal 

4,557 

3,076 

462 

Spain 

; 2,043 

3,163 

206 

Others 


mmm 

22 

Total 

8.085 

6.622 

1.849 

Fles. prepared or preserved: 




Italy 

57 

42 

42 

Israel 

24 

83 

17 

Greece 

6 

17 

3 

Others 

5 

51 

28 

Total 

92 

193 

124 

Grand total 

9,908 

8,287 

4,010 
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FIGS, DRIED: Estimated cojranerclal production In specified 
countries, annual 1970-73 
(In thousands of short tons) 


Country • 1970 • 1971 * 1972 * 1973 

• * 4 « 

. ^ 4 444 

■ 

Turkey .. : 55.1 55.1 60.6 49.6 

Greece 27.8 25.4 27.4 22.1 

Italy 22.9 18.7 12.1 12.1 

Portugal ► 12.7 8.8 3.3 7.7 

Spain ; 4.1 3^6 1^7 3^ 


Total foreign ........... : 122.6 111.6 105.1 95.4 


United States : 14.0 13^3 10^9 11.7 


Grand total : 136.6 124.9 116.0 107.1 


FIGS, DRIED: Exports from specified countries 
annual 1970-73 season beginning September 1 
(In thousands of short tons) 


Country | 1970 * 1971 * 1972 1/; 1973 2/ 

» _ , 4 4 4 


Turkey ; 38.1 40.0 45.9 39.0 

Greece : 10.1 9.4 8.2 8.8 

Portugal : 7.7 5.2 1.7 4.4 

Italy : .6 .9 .3 .4 

Spain : 2.3 1^6 j6 3 ,1 

4 

Total } 58.8 57.1 56.7 55.7 


1/ Preliminary 
Forecast 
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WORLD RAISIN PRODUCTION 
UP SLIGHTLY 


Although the U.S. had a nearly normal 1973 raisin 
crop, world raisin supplies are expected to remain tight. 
Revised totals place the 1973 world commercial produc- 
tion at 502,200 short tons, about 5 percent above the 
short 1972 crop of 477,200 tons but still somewhat below 
normal. 

Due to heavy rains and subsequent flooding during the 
1973 Australian harvest, anticipated production was 
drastically reduced, A good Australian crop was ex- 
pected to help relieve the tight international market until 
U.S. and Mediterranean fruit became available. How- 
ever, Australian sultana production totaled only 49,000 
tons, 52 percent below the 1972 crop of 102,400 tons, 
Lexia production declined to 5,700 tons, 16 percent less 
than the harvest of 1972, 

Both Greece and Turkey reported smaller crops than a 
year ago, primarily due to very hot weather, Turkish 
production is placed at 94,000 tons, 20 percent below 
1972 harvest. Greek production is now estimated at 
60,600 tons, 23 percent below last season. Iranian pro- 
duction is placed at 55,100 tons and South Africa’s is 
estimated at 16,400 tons. 

U.S, production of seedless raisins is estimated at 
215,000 tons, 104 percent above the 1972 crop, but still 
slightly below normal, 

Production of dried currants in Australia, Greece, and 
South Africa is estimated at 98,000 tons, approximately 
9 percent above the 1972 crop of 89,800. Extremely arid 
July weather substantially reduced Greek production, 
although quality is reported good. The Australian crop 
was characterized by lighter bearing and less than 
favorable conditions in western States and exceptionally 


favorable conditions and fruitfulness in eastern 
Australia. Greek production is estimated at 91,500 tons, 
14 percent more than the 1972 crop of 80,600 tons. 
Australian production is placed at 5,900, down 30 per- 
cent from the 1973 harvest of 8,400. 

Total 1973-74 raisin exports of the seven leading 
producing countries are forecast at 290,000 tons, 13 per- 
cent less than the 1972-73 total of 334,300 tons, it is ex- 
pected that export by foreign producers will be 23 percent 
below the 1972-73 export total, primarily due to sharply 
reduced Australian and Turkish shipments. Australian 
and Turkish raisin exports are expected to total only 
40,000 and 77,000 tons, respectively, compared to 
81,600 and 121,900 tons, respectively last year, a com- 
bined decrease of 45 percent. 

U.S, exports of raisins, however, are expected to 
rehound this marketing year. Due to a good U.S. crop 
and weather damaged crops in Australia and Turkey, 
U.S. exports are expected to increase to 1 14 percent over 
the drastically reduced 1972-73 total of 23,400 tons to an 
estimated 50,000 tons. However, this year’s exports, if. 
the forecast is accurate, would be somewhat below 
normal levels. 

Australian and Turkish dried currant exports are 
forecast at 67,000 tons during the 1973-74 marketing 
year — down 8 percent from the 73,300 tons shipped dur- 
ing the 1972-73 season. 

The above statistics do not include data for minor ex- 
port countries such as Argentina, Chile, and Cyprus, or 
Afghanistan, whose exports are often substantial but not 
readily ascertainable. 
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DRIED CURRANTS; Commercial production, 1969-73 
(In thousands of short tons) 


Country * 1969 ♦ 1970 * 1971 * 1972 * 1973 1/ 

I t I : : H. 

Australia : 7.6 9.1 9.2 8.4 5.9 

Greece : 106.2 96.9 97.4 80.6 91.5 

South Africa , Rep . of ......... ! .7 ,J ,8 ,8 .6 


Total . 11.5 106.7 107.4 89.8 98.0 

1/ Estimate 


DRIED CURRANTS: Exports from specified countries, annual 1969-73 

(In thousands of short tons) 


Country 

1969 ; 

1970 • 

4 

4 

1971 

• 1972 

< 

* 

1973 1/ 

Australia 

(Year beginning Jan. 1) .... 

3.4 

3.9 

4.6 

4.1 

1.0 

Greece 

(Year beginning Sept. 1) .... 

63.8 

56.1 

62.2 

69.2 

66.0 


ly Forecast 


RAISINS, Prices, landed, duty paid London, 
average, September 1972 to date 
(In U.S. cents per pound) 


Origin and Type 

‘Sept. 1972 

• 

• 

‘Jan. 1973‘July 1973SSept. 1973!Jan. 1974 
J ! : : 

California: 

Natural Thompson 

Saedleflfl t t t t 1 1 • r » « 

* 

4 

4 

• 


59.9 




Australia; 

4*»Crotjn * . - * ^ j j < 




5-Crov7n « 

20.9 

17 9 



Greece: j 

No. 2 , 


2/ 44.5 

2/ 44.4 

No. 4 S 

16.8 

OOeU 41e4 1/ 60.1 

y 59.2 


Iran: 

Maragha/Urmla 


31.7 


Turkey: 
No. 9 
No. 10 


11/ 16.4 37.0 

il/ 17.8 39.5 


40.0 y 50.0 1/ 39.5 

y 53.4 y 40,2 


i/ f.o.b. 
2/ c&f 
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PAISINS: Commercial production, 1969-73 
(In thousands of short tons) 


Country 

1969 

* 1970 

. 

• 

• 1971 

. 

. 

• 1972 

« 

. 

* 1973 1/ 

* 

Australia: 

4.4 

4.0 

90.4 

5.6 

6.8 

5.7 

Sill t’AnAfi 

44.7 

49.8 

102.4 



100.0 

90.5 

96.3 

78,8 

60.6 

Irau •*€• ••• •••♦ •••♦ ♦#•••• 

38.6 

66.0 

66.0 

50.0 

55.1 

Sniit*h Ren. of 

18.5 

13.7 

13.4 

13.9 

16.4 

Sp ain «**• ••• ««««•»««• 

5.5 

7.7 

3.6 

3.3 

6.4 

Turkey 

1 

Foreign total 

99.0 

145.0 

110.0 

117.0 

94.0 


417.3 

344.5 

372.2 

287.2 

United States 

251.0 

193.4 

191.0 

105.0 

215.0 

Grand total 

561.7 

610.7 

535.5 

477.2 

502.2 


\J Estimate 


RAISINS: Exports from seven leading Producing countries, 
1969-73 marketing years \J 
(In thousands of short tons) 


Country 

1969 

• 1970 

• 

. 

• 1971 

• 

• 1972 

• 

• 

; 1973 y 
• 

"(a 

44.7 

62.7 

49.5 

81.6 

40.0 

Greece **♦ •#...■»* ,*#•. .•*••• •• 

87.1 

63.9 

93.3 

58.8 

66.0 


26.2 

41.0 

44.0 

41.0 

45.0 

South Africa, Rep. of 

10.4 

8.3 

7.9 

5.9 

9.0 

Spain 

2.2 

3.0 

1.9 

1.7 

3.0 

Turkey 

Foreign total 

Uni ted States 

Grand total 

73.3 

93.7 

108.1 

121.9 

77.0 

243.9 

272.6 

304.7 

310.9 

240.0 

75.0 

62.5 

74.1 


50.0 

318.9 

335.1 

378.8 

334.3 

290.0 


1/ Marketing year beginning August and September for Northern Hemisphere 
countries and January for Southern Hemisphere countries, 

IJ Forecast 
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RISE IN COTTON YIELD OFFSETS A DROP IN ACREAGE 
TO MARGINALLY BOOST WORLD PRODUCTION 


Current estimates indicate a record world cotton crop 
of 60,3 million bales (480 lb. net) for the 1973-74 season 
(August-Juiy). An increase in projected yield is expected 
to offset a slight reduction in acreage, resulting in an in- 
crease of just over I million bales from the 1972-73 crop. 
A decline of 700,000 bales in the United States is more 
than offset by increases elsewhere. Production increases 
in Communist countries is placed at over I million bales 
and in non-Communist countries at over 600,000. 

In foreign non-Communist countries production is 
now estimated at 28.5 million bales, up from 27.8 million 
in 1972-73. Among the countries reflecting major in- 
creases this season are India, the Sudan, South Africa, 
Nicaragua, Guatemala, and El Salvador. Reduced 
acreage, either from natural disasters or competition 
from food crops, is responsible for lower production in 
Mexico, Turkey, and Pakistan, 

Production in Communist countries during the current 
season is placed at 18,9 million bales, up over 6 percent 
from the 17.8 million produced in 1972-73, The increase 
results from a record crop of 11,8 million bales in the 
USSR and a return to more normal production in the 
People’s Republic of China, 

The U.S. crop is now placed at 13 million bales 
(January estimate), down from last season's 1 3.7 million. 

Competition from other crops for land and natural dis- 
asters resulted in a reduction of area devoted to cotton 
during the current season. 

Although marginally higher than earlier forecasts, 
area devoted to cotton in 1973-74 is estimated at 80,8 
million acres, compared with just over 82 million 
harvested in 1972-73, There was little net change in 
acreage in foreign non-Communist countries. Significant 
declines in Pakistan, Turkey, Mexico, and Greece were 
mostly balanced by increases in Brazil, Argentina, Peru, 
and the Central American countries. 

The reduction of approximately 470,000 acres in 
Pakistan’s cotton area was caused by severe flooding. In 
South Africa, USDA sources corroborate earlier trade 


reports that area is now 230,000 acres. The heaviest 
percentage reduction reported among major-foreign- 
producing countries continues to be Mexico (14 percent), 
followed closely by Turkey (12 percent). Late reports in- 
dicate India’s cotton acreage is up marginally from 1972- 
73, contrary to earlier reports of its decline. 

Acreage in Communist countries is placed at 17.8 
million for 1973-74, also not significantly changed from a 
year earlier. Latest estimates of harvested acreage in the 
United States arc placed at 1 1,989,000 acres, a reduction 
of almost I million acres below the 1972-73 level. 

Acreage and production estimates indicate that 
average world yield will reach a record 358 pounds per 
acre, up 1 1 pounds or 3 percent from the previous record 
of 347 pounds in 1972-73 and almost 1 1 percent above 
the recent 5-year average (1967-71) of 323 pounds per 
acre, With the exception of Mexico, Brazil, Egypt, 
Pakistan, Iran and Syria, virtually all other major- 
foreign-producing countries reflect appreciable increases, 
ranging between 5 percent (Greece) and 25 percent (the 
Sudan). 

Production of ELS cotton in the non-Communist 
world, which last season declined to a 5-year low of 1.9 
million bales, is expected to rebound to aroUnd 2.1 
million bales in 1973-74, Unlike last year when the 
decrease was shared by all major producing countries, 
the increase this season results from a combination of 
stable Egyptian production, increases of almost 50 per- 
cent in Peru and 22 percent in the Sudan, and a decrease 
of 16 percent in the United States. The increase in Peru is 
largely the result of an acreage response to favorable 
prices; in the Sudan it is a result of more normal yields 
following the shortfall in 1972. 

Favorable prices. during the current season likely will 
induce increased plantings of cotton in 1974-75. U.S, 
farmers as of January I indicated they would plant 14.5 
million acres of upland cotton, an increase of 17 percent 
from actual plantings in 1973. Early indications are that 
many foreign countries will also plant more cotton next 
year. 
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CQTTOHt AftEAr vIElDi AND PROOuCTIQl^ 1*^ SPECinCO COUNTRIES, *VEftW I967:7t. ANNUAL 1?72 Am 1973 1/ 


CONTINENT ANO COUNTRY 


..AREA 



.YIELD 





AVE, 1967-71 1 

1972 1 

m3i/j 

AVE. 1967-71 

TmS [ 

1973171 

AVE, 1967-71 

1972 1 

1973 3/ 


thousand 

acres 

thousand 

acres 

THOUSAND 

ACRES 

POUNDS 

PER ACRE 

POUNDS 

PER acre 

POUNDS 
PER ACRE 

TIOUSAND 

BALES 

rtMlSAHp 

Bales 

IHDUSA*!!] 

BALES 

north ahericai 

EL SAi VADOR 

GUATEMALA 

HONDURAS 

MEXICO 

aiicaraoua 

UNITEO STATES 

OTHER 

TOTAL A/ 

I3S ■ 
197 

17 

l.AOl 

279 

10.366 

96 

210 

220 

16 

1.236 

365 

12.969 

91 

290 

260 

20 

1.065 

900 

11.969 

91 

607 

702 

565 

691 

675 

9S9 

130 

731 

927 

533 

695 

616 

507 

111 

730 

666 

672 

699 

690 

519 

116 

227 

320 

21 

1.672 

393 

9.813 

26 

320 

935 

20 

1,790 

970 

13.702 

21 

365 

970 

26 

nsso 

575 

12,961 

22 


IS. 129 

19,06b 

9B7 

535 



12.673 

l6f79fi " 

15.971 

SO'UTH AMERICA! 

AROENTINA 

BOLIVIA 

ORAZIL 

COLOHGIA 

ECUADOR 

PARAGUAY 

PERU 

VENEZUELA 

OTHER 

TOTAL V 

93a 

Al 

6.280 

559 

94 

ns 

913 

UB 

3 

1.099 

150 

5.700 

665 

60 

190 

325 

190 

— ■ ...\ 

1.250 

ISO 

5.850 

692 

55 

250 

375 

190 

2 

237 

906 

221 

9BS 

255 

225 

970 

261 

165 

253 

512 

298 

951 

200 

253 

973 

279 

980 

296 

512 

296 

527 

216 

290 

999 

257 

290 

962 

35 

2.890 

565 

29 

59 

909 

69 

1 

580 

160 

2,950 

62S 

25 

100 

320 

60 

1 

690 

160 

3, COO 

705 

25 

12S 

390 

75 

1 

8 1 SOB 

8.330 

. 6 1 7.19... 

55?; 

279 

262 

9.999 

47^91 

5,121 

EUROPE f 

DulgahIa 

no 

95 

100 

276 

276 

268 

63 

55 

6o 

Greece 

391 

910 

360 

659 

793 

760 

965 

635 

595 

ITALY 

U 

9 

10 

200 

213 

290 

7 

9 

5 

SPAIN 

29S 

260 

290 

990 

915 

919 

270 

225 

250 

YUGOSLAVIA 

29 

25 

25 

26S 

230 

269 

16 

12 

19 

other 

TOTAL A/ 

60 

60 

60 

m 

290 

290 

32 

30 

30 

. 661 

SS9 


976 _ 

537 

536 

859 

- 965 

-. 999 


6.909 

6*756 

6 ..800 

729 

796 

633 

9,730 

11.200 

il ,600 

AFRICAI 

ANGOLA 

173 

200 

200 

316 

192 

360 

h9 

80 

150 

Cameroon 

2281 

200 

200 

187 , 

168 

ISO 

69 

70 

75 

CENT AFRICAN REP 

290 

300 

300 

196 ■ 

128 

126 

66 

80 

60 

CHAO 

780 

800 

600 

113 

96 

75 

169 

160 

125 

EGYPT 

1.629 

1.610 

1.660 

661 

705 

699 

2.237 

2,365 

2,900 

KENYA 

90 

126 

128 

117 

99 

99 

22 

25 

25 

WALARI 

loo 

100 

no 

131 

120 

131 

27 

25 

30 

MOROCCO 

92 

42 

90 

329 

939 

509 

26 

36 

92 

MOZAMBIQUE 

930 

950 

950 

99 

101 

101 

192 

200 

200 

NIGERIA 

990 

650 

600 

116 

127 

119 

232 

225 

190 

RHODESIA 

212 

250 

250 

903 

369 

961 

178 

200 

290 

SOHAL: REPUBLIC 

32 

39 

39 

119 

113 

113 

a 

B 

a 

SOUTH AFRICA. REP OF 

los 

no 

230 

352 

399 

397 

77 

80 

190 

SUDAN 

1.291 

1.230 

1.200 

910 

351 

990 

1.061 

900 

1.100 

TANZANIA 

995 

500 

SOO 

205 

266 

336 

299 

300 

350 

UGANDA 

2.120 

2.500 

2.500 

78 

67 

62 

393 

3S0 

325 

zaire fCQNGOiK) 

975 

550 

S75 

07 

67 

109 

86 

100 

125 

OTHER 

869 

UOOJL. 

1.026 

197.-. 

292 

236 

365 

.505. 

509 

total V 

107766 

11*^59 

Ti.S03 

-251.- 

291 

2^7 . 

5ifi26 

_i>7n 

,, 

ASIAI 










AFGHANISTAN 

300 

300 

300 , 

169 

160 

192 

115 

100 

120 

BURMA 

393 

920 

920 

79 

60 

ao 

61 

7C 

70 

CHINA. PEOPLES REP 

11.300 

u.ooo 

10,600 

330 

269 

311 

7i760 

6.500 

7.000 

INDIA 

19.360 

19.000 

19,300 

126 

130 

191 

5.090 

snso 

5.700 

IRAN 

62S 

690 

825 

391 

596 

S3S 

672 

955 

920 

IRAO 

139 

ISO 

ISO 

226 

206 

206 

63 

65 

65 

ISRAEL 

80 

66 

62 

953 

1.033 

966 

159 

165 

165 

KOREA. REP or 

99 

32 

32 

216 

270 

270 

20 

18 

IB 

PAKISTAN 

9.956 

9,966 

9,500 

279 

312 

323 

2.699 

3,2?5 

3,030 

SOUTHERN YEMEN 

36 

35 

90 

301 

393 

396 

23 

25 

29 

SYRIA 

636 

560 

500 

519 

621 

629 

661 

750 

6S0 

THAILAND 

203 

126 

100 

260 

337 

906 

ilo 

*70 

85 

TURKEY 

1.622 

1.680 

1,675 

569 

636 

659 

li979 

2.990 

2.300 

OTHER 

115 

136 

136 

198 

169 

189 

96 

iZ 



total a/ 

39.525 

39.555“ 


235 

239..— . 

259 



1^675 

26TIC9 

OCEANIAI 









120 

AUSTRALIA 

83 

196 

75 

eos 

653 

766 

190 

... .M 

total ^ 

63 

toe 

75 

005 . 

653 

766 

190 ■ 

— .. 

>20 .... 

TOT AL fORBlCN W5N*CO>WiraiS'r ^ 

TOTAL communist V 

! ' 50.325 

51.126 

51,098 

293 

26] 

266 

25.979 

27.778 

26.930 

17.952 

17.978 

17,825 

971 

975 

509 

17.603 

17.803 

18.906 

MOniO TOTAL A/ 

78.695 

62.066 

60,662 

323 

397 

35B 

52.690 

59.283 

60,31) 


IJ Hftrvflflt ae^aon beginning August 1. 

2J flaloa of /*ft) lb, nett 

^ rtoLlmlnary. 

^ Aa a reeulc of rounding, sum of digits tmy not add to total, 


porolgn Agricultural Sorvleo, Praparod or eetunatad on cne oae»s oi ornciat 

U.fi. Agricultural Attachaa and Porolgn Service Of fleer a, raaulta of office roaearch and ralatod Information , 


other foralgn aourco material, report! of 



LARGER WORLD COCOA BEAN CROP 
BEING HARVESTED 


World cocoa bean production for 1973-74 is now es- 
timated at 1.45 million metric tons» an increase of 4.7 
percent over the 1972-73 harvest of 1.39 million. The 
larger crop this year is mainly attributed to prospects of a 
35-percenl increase in South American production to 
323,600 tons, reflecting a record Brazilian harvest and a 
recovery in Ecuador’s production. 

African production is forecast at 995,000 ions, down 
3.8 percent from the 1972-73 outturn of 1,034,000 tons, 
as a result of smaller crops in Ghana and Nigeria. North 
American production is still expected to reach 91,700 
tons, up over 1 7 percent from the previous year because 
of prospects of a larger crop in the Dominican Republic. 
Reflecting a larger outturn in Papua New Guinea, Asia 
and Oceania’s production will likely reach 43,100 tons, 
up 21 percent over the 1972-73 level. 

According' to preliminary data, world cocoa bean 
grindings in 1973 fell slightly below the record 1972 level 
of 1.56 million tons. World grindings in 1974 likely will 
continue to decline because of high cocoa prices, due to 
the light supply situation and the increasing use of 
cocoa butter substitutes and extenders, and because of 
the expected economic slowdown in the major con- 
suming countries as a result of the energy crisis. 

U.S. cocoa bean grindings in 1973 totaled 616.1 
million pounds, off 4.1 percent from the 1972 level of 
642.2 million. Grindings during the fourth quarter of 
1973 amounted to only 148.8 million pounds, a drop of 


18.3 percent from the corresponding period a year 
earlier. 

New York spot ‘'Accra” cocoa bean prices averaged 
65 cents per pound in January 1974, down slightly from 
the December 1973 level of 66. 1 cents, but still well above 
the January 1973 average of 37.1. cents. Prices during 
calendar 1973 averaged a record 64.4 cents per pound. 

Because of unfavorable weather during early crop 
development, production in Ghana is expected to total 
only 365,000 tons, down 13 percent from the previous 
year’s outturn of 420,000. Reportedly, contraband move- 
ment of cocoa from Ghana to neighboring countries has 
increased, further contributing to the smaller reported 
production this season. Nigeria’s production is estimated 
at 240,000 tons, a reduction of 9 percent from the 1972- 

73 outturn of 264,000. 

Ivory Coast production is now forecast to reach 
205,000 tons and will be the second largest crop of 
record. Cameroon production will also be up this year 
and is expected to approximate 1 10,000 tons, compared 
with the 1972-73 harvest of 100,000. 

The 1973-74 Brazilian Bahia main crop is placed at n 
record 2,5 million bags (150,000 tons), up nearly 40 per- 
cent over the 1972-73 main crop of 1.79 million bags 
(107,435 tons). Total Brazilian production for the 1973- 

74 season is forecast to reach a record 3,75 million bags 
(225,000 tons). 
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Cocoa beans; Production in specified coiintries, average 19<>3-^*A967-63, aimiial 1968-69/1973-7^ 1/ 

(in thousande of metric tons) 


Region and country 

* Average 

\ 1963-64/: 

• 1?67-68 ! 

1968-69 : 

1969-70 : 

1970-71 : 

L. 

1971-72 ; 

1972-73 : 

Fbrecast 

1973-74 

North America; 

Costa Rica 

..s 9.1 

9-0 

4.7 

4.2 

7.3 

5.0 

7.0 

Cuba 

1.9 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

Dominican Republic • 

..t 30.8 

21.0 

^3.0 

26.0 

hl.3 

28.0 

39.0 

Grenada 

2.6 

3.1 

2.9 

2.7 

2.3 

2.0 

2.5 

Guatemala 

..s .6 

.0 

.8 

.8 

.8 

.0 

*8 

Haiti 

2.3 

2.0 

2.5 

2,5 

3.5 

3.0 

3.0 

Hondxuras «•*«•••»*•• 

.2 

.3 

.3 

»3 

.3 

#3 

.3 

Jamaica 

2.0 

1.5 

1.8 

1.8 

2.4 

2.0 

2,2 

Mexico 

..t 20.7 

23.0 

24.0 

29.C 

30.0 

29.0 

29.0 

Hicorogua 

.4 

.5 

.5 

.5 

.5 

*5 

.5 

Panama 

.8 

.6 

.5 




.5 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Other 2/ 

5.4 

4.7 

5.6 

4.1 

4.0 

1 

4.5 

.4 

4,5 

1, 

.,s .5 

,4 

.4 

.4 

.4 

.4 

Total 

...i 77.3 

68.9 

89.0 

70.8 

95.5 

78.0 

91.7 


Soutbi Anierica 
IBoXlvda • t • 
Era!2il «••• 
Colombia 


1.7 

l46,l 

i6.5 


Ecuador 48.4 

Peru 1.9 

S\irinam ; «2 

Venezuela 4*..* 22.4 


149 

166.2 

18.5 

53.0 

1.7 

.1 

19»3 


1.5 

201.6 

15.3 

55.0 

2.0 

.1 

18.3 


1.5 

102.4 

16.6 

65.0 

2.0 

.1 

18.9 


1.5 

165.4 

10.0 

58.0 

2.0 

.1 

19.0 


1.5 

158.7 

19*5 

42.0 

2.0 

.1 

16.6 


Total 

Africa: • 

Angola 

Cauieroon > * 

Congo ^ Brazzaville ...J 
EQuatoriol Guinea 3/ »| 

Gabon I 

Ghana | 

Ivory Coast ^ 

Liberia 

Malagasy Republic ♦ . ♦ . ^ 

Nigeria §/ .«•««•••..•* 

Sao Tome and Principe. J 
Sierra Leone 4,2 

Tanzania .....I .1 

Togo 4/ ...*] 15.6 

Zaire ’>.7 

Total 


237.2 

.4 

86.2 
1.0 
35.1 
4.0 
Ii45.4 
131.1 
1.3 
.6 
241.7 
9.6 




260.3 


.5 

103.8 
1.5 

37.0 
4.8 

338.9 
142.7 

1.7 
.7 
195.0 
.8 
.2 
.4 

21.1 

5.0 


981.0 867.1 


Asia and Oceania; 
Indonesia 

Malaysia 

New Hebrides 
Papua Hevf Guinea 
Philippines 
Sri Lanka 

Western Samoa V 

Total 


293.8 

286,5 

264.0 

240.4 

.5 

.4 

.4 

.4 

108.0 

na.o 

123,0 

100,0 

1.5 

2.0 

2.0 

2,0 

25.0 

30.0 

25.0 

15.0 

5.3 

1*14.3 

5.3 

392.0 

46^ 

5.0 

420.0 

180.3 

176.3 

224.0 

idl.o 

1.9 

2.8 

3.0 

2.5 

.8 

.9 

1.0 

1.1 

225.0 

323.0 

265.0 

26 JwO 

9.7 

10.4 

10.0 

10.0 

4.1 

5.1 

6,4 

6.5 

.4 

.4 

.5 

.5 

23.0 

28,0 

30.0 

20.0 

5.0 

6,0 

6.0 

6.0 

.,Oo4,8 

1,094.6 

1,165.6 

1,034.0 


World total 11,327.4 1,235.9 1^423.4 1,49*».2 1,569.2 1,388.0 


1.5 

225.0 

21.0 

55.0 

2.0 

♦1 

19.0 


323.6 

.4 

UO.O 

2.0 

16.0 

5.0 

365.0 

205.0 

2.5 

1.1 

24o.o 

10.0 

6.5 
.5 

2^.0 

6i0 


995.0 


I.O 

1,0 

1.0 

2,0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 


1.1 

2,0 

2.3 

3.2 

4,0 

4.5 

5.0 


.7 

.6 

.8 

.6 

.7 

.5 

.6 


20.3 

27.2 

22.3 

29.0 

30.0 

22,0 

2C.0 


3.7 

4.0 

4.0 

3.5 

3.0 

3.5 

3*5 


2.0 

2.0 

2,0 

2.0 

2*0 

2.0 

2,0 


3.1 

2.8 

3,4 

2.0 

2.4 

1.1 

2.0 


31.9 

39.6 

35.8 

42.3 

ii4,l 

35.6 

43.1 

^ 1 ^ ^ 1 



\] Estimatsa refer to on Oototer-Septera'ber crop year, 8/ ttolndeB 

Mnrtinliiue, 3/ Includes Ftemando Po and Rio Htmi. ^ Includes soiae cocoa morketad from » 

5/ Includes cocoa marketed throvigh Dahooaey, 

Prepared or estimated on the basis of official statistics of foreign Bwrnmenta, rther for^ s^ce 
™tlriSs7re^rts of U,S. Agriculturnl Attaches and Ftorelgn Service omcera, results of office research, 
and related information. 
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1973 WORLD FLAXSEED PRODUCTION 
REVISED DOWNWARD 2 PERCENT 


World flaxseed production is now estimated at 2.49 
million metric tons, representing a reduction of 50»000 
tons or 2 percent from the November forecast and a 
decline of roundly 20,000 tons or less than 1 percent from 
the revised estimate of production in 1972. Flaxseed 
production in 1973 is 39 percent or 1.58 million tons 
below the recent peak volume of 1970 with 50 percent or 
780,000 ions of this net decline accounted for by smaller 
crops in Canada, the United Stales, and Argentina. In 
the above three major producer-exporter countries, 1973 
flaxseed production is now officially estimated at 1,21 
million— up 80,000 tons or 7 percent from the 1972 total, 
despite a 13 percent rise in acreage. 

Combined beginning stocks of flaxseed and linseed oil 
in Canada, the United States, and Argentina for 1973-74 
are estimated at 160,000 metric tons, oil equivalent, 
representing a decline of 320,000 tons or two-thirds from 
the 1972-73 volume. Total supplies of flaxseed and 
linseed oil in 1973-74 are calculated at 550,000 tons, oil 
equivalent, compared with 840,000 tons in 1972-73 and 
1.1 million tons in 1971-72. 

Early and highly tentative indications of 1974 planting 
prospects in the United Slates and Canada point to only 
a limited increase in flaxseed supplies for 1974-75. 

U.S. flaxseed production in 1973 is officially estimated 
at 4 1 8,000 metric tons (16,437,000 bushels), up to 18 per- 
cent or 65,000 metric tons from 1972 but otherwise the 
smallest harvest since 1938, Harvest acreage is placed at 
1.73 million acres— a 50 percent increase over a year 
earlier. 


Yields averaged 9.5 bushels per acre in 1973, against 
12.1 bushels in 1972, Dry weather to the Dakotas con- 
tributed heavily to the reduction in yields. Based on the 
January I survey of grower planting intentions, the pros- 
pective 1974 planted acreage for flaxseed is 1,765,000 
acres, less than I percent below the 1973 plantings but 
48 percent above 1972. If yields normalize, production 
would rise by roundly 20 percent over 1973. 

In Canada, the 1973 flaxseed crop totaled 493,000 
metric Ions, representing a gain of 46,000 tons or 10 per- 
cent from the previous year. Planted area, at 1.45 million 
acres, was also up 10 percent. Based on unofficial in- 
dications, Canadian acreage seeded to flaxseed in 1974 is 
tentatively expected to rise by about 20 percent, and if 
yields are near average, production would rise enough to 
offset, by a small margin, the 1973-74 drawdown in 
carryover stocks. 

Argentina’s second official estimate of the 1973 flax- 
seed harvest placed output at 302,000 metric tons— down 
9 percent or 28,000 tons from a year earlier. The 1973 
harvested area for flaxseed was down 22 percent, at 
852,000 acres. Sowings were below earlier forecasts 
partly due to poor soil moisture at planting time. 

In India, the 1972 flaxseed harvest is revised upward 
by 20,000 tons to 530,000 tons and the 1973 crop es- 
timate is reduced by 80,000 tons or 16 percent to 439,000 
tons. 

Production of flaxseed in 1974 is currently forecast to 
reach 525,000 metric tons. The excellent June-September 
monsoon rains provided good soil moisture and induced 
an estimated I5-percenl gain in plantings. 



Flaxseed: Acreage and Production in selected 
countries and tlie vorld, 1966-73 ^ 


CoTitlnoi\t and Country 

1968 

1969 ; 

1970 ; 

1971 

1972 

1973 y 

1968 ; 

1969 

1 1970 

1971 ] 

1972 

1 1973 2/ 




(In 1,000 

acres ) 





(in 1,000 reLric tons] 



north Anorlcai 

2,092 

2,605 

2,868 

1,565 

1,151 

1,725 

6B5 

837 

751 

662 

353 

610 


(26,983 

36,929 

29,568 

18,198 

13,909 

16,637) 


1 , 526 

2,361 

32 

3,368 

/*9 

1,762 

1,320 

1,650 

27 

500 

700 

1,263 

567 

U»7 

693 

ttoxlco . ..It*. 

' 30 

10 

10 

30 

i»0 

10 

11 

Total, 


— i..® - 

^7255 

3,366 

2.696 

.3,?02_ 


“t:w 

2.0k 

~TM~ 

*"■“315” 

922 

Roulh Amorlcoj 

A rf,o ntina » «,***, i*,,**. 

2,000 

110 

1,955 

109 

2 

2,061 

62 

1,116 

25 

1,095 

852 

510 

660 

680 

316 

330 

302 

Hrazll 3/» 

25 

25 

28 

31 

22 

12 

12 

12 

Chllo 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Urue^iay • 

European Community i 
Rolfiiun>-Luxombouirc 
France V. • 

Italy iA...... 

Motherlancln 

Total EC**.**. 

202 

277 

226 

182 

118 


56. 

105. 

66 

^ 

29 

26 

.-2.31/l 

i<%3 

-'T351 


1:^25- 

996 


.777.. 

■' f67 

372 

372 

. ..3.61 

36 

101 

3 

38 

99 

3 

22 



20 

98 

2 

12 

.. 132... 

31 

103 

2 

20 

77 

7 

il- 

17 

77 

7 

12 

— TO— 

9 

22 

1 

10 

62 

10 

20 

1 



5 

19 

1 

^ 

9 

21 

1 

7 

— w~ 

6 

17 

2 

6 

— r 

5 

17 

2 


Other irostom Europot 

ripaln jS/t 

Total Meat Europe. 

Kaf^torn Europe: 
Gaoehoalovakla w. « » » ■ 
Gortnony, Eoot 

Ilunnary. 

Tolartl r •««»»* » 

Romania* 

Eatlmatod total 
Eoat Europe * 

Ectirratod total Europe 

2/ 



98 

27 

33 

288 

92 

26 

33 

267 

178 

77 

27 

35 

262 

195 

77 

27 

66 

2/, 6 

208 

77 

27 

62 

267 

206 

77 » 

27 J 

62 t 

222 t 

206 1 

li* 

5 

10 

65 

.30 

19 

5 

13 

57 

--—22 

12 

6 

16 

65 

62 

U 

5 

32 

95 

5^ 

16 

5 

22 

66 

51 

16 

5 

22 

60 

50 

610 

576 

576 

626 

619 

....S2L J— 

126 

132 

13.7 

206 

156 

151 

226 

768 .. 

718 

787 

768 

717 : 

170 

17^-,..- 

170 

263 

188 

181 


end 


DOflR 5/ (Europe 

AslaT- 

Africa I , 

Fftyp^ V**v****** * 

Elhiopfa 

Korooco It r. ‘ 

Tunisia 5/**» • 

Eflttmatod total i/« 

Aaiat 

Ran^slwloflh < 

India* 

Iron* * • .I.***.* 

Iraq,*.*.*v 

Paklaton ^ i ***♦*•***»« « 

■Hirkoy ^4 ..*...*.•*•♦•». 

Total ji/t* 

Ocoonia} 

Auatrolla *****i 
KoM Zonlanu 

Total Ocoonia. , 

Total Vorld ^» • « • * : 15 1 637 
1^000 buaheXo* ».*♦ t 


3.897 3.330, 3.630 3^8?Q — L, 


m 




JlZL. 


520 


L70 ^70 



16,766 


1A,505 13,913 


1 3,033 

i(ll9,/A 


6,062 

159,916 


2,616 

110,861 


2,503 

98,539 


2,666 

98,106) 


In- 




lat harvoBtod for bodq anu - countries for which data are 

from fiber flax. 2 / Includes oatimateo for the above countries 


y Flaxseed 
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